5 Creative Teaching Approaches
for Your Online Course

You've got different course delivery tools and approaches available for
online teaching than you do for live classroom teaching.

That means you've got opportunities to do things in new ways. Your
best teaching will happen when you marry the opportunities that tech
provides with your content and student needs.

Here are five ideas for going beyond the basic video and pdf lesson to
give your students content, experiences and practice opportunities
that get them masterfully achieving their goals.

1. Include an “Experts Say” lesson or supplemental
series.
Every once in a while, get your students out of their heads, and ex-

posed to fresh voices who are echoing what you're teaching. Move your
students to contemplate other perspectives.

Ask your “expert” friends from the field in which you're teaching to re-
cord a short audio answering a very specific question.

You could present this in an ebook with their headshots and quotes.
You could get them to record their voice in audio and add it into your
lesson but with their voices. You could do a complete video or audio
interview.
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For a 5-day or 5-lesson class that | offer at my site Get It Scrapped, |
bring in a guest expert to do a live webinar interview each of the 5
days. So the students get a formal lesson in video and pdf formats
in the morning. Then they can attend a webinar or catch an inter-
view recording later in the day.

Say hello to our LIVE "Style is Leverage" Guests...

Each day we'll work with a guest designer to find out how they discovered their personal styles and we'll get
their tips for devleoping your own scrapbook page style! Our guest teachers are: Tracey Fox, Lynnette Penacho,
Jennifer Davis, Jana Oliveira and Hannah Lemieux
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PROMPTS TO GET YOU STARTED

What are the types of experts your students would appreciate
hearing from?

Can you identify experts to match those types?
Who are the experts you've already got connections to?

What are two or three quick “experts say” questions your students
would benefit hearing the answers for?

What are the topics on which you could do deeper dives and lon-
ger interviews?

2. Use Pinterest to curate boards of creative
resources that enable field-work-type assignments.

Consider the new assignment possibilities you have for your students
when you can collect the raw materials for that assignment from the
internet.

While you cannot put copyrighted images onto your site, many can be
displayed on a Pinterest board to which you link.

If you're teaching graphic design and a lesson is on “designing focal
points,” you could present your students with a Pinterest board of post-
ers or book covers or magazine layouts and ask them to choose a piece
and identify the focal point and report on what makes that element
dominant.

If you're teaching floral arrangement, you could share a board of ar-
rangements and ask your students to pick one and make an arrange-
ment inspired by it-or to pick one and explain the balance of the piece.
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EXAMPLE

Here’'s an assignment and a peek of the Pinterest Board | referred
my students to in an advanced design class.

part 3: Look Around

do these assignments AFTER you've done all of the reading

[[] Look at poster inspiration INSPO: POSTERS 2 @ @ “

click here for GIS Posters Board on Pinterest

Wt kaphdon ctecand 1 i decrapsocting g
Select one poster with a clear focal point. Save
the image and then upload it to the “Week 1 Pin” + Add coction
album for this class.

Tell us how you see the following:
1) what is the goal or purpose of the piece? (+]
2) what do you see as the focal point?

3) what did the designer do to make this the focal
point? (Le., contrast of size or color or ?, line,
embellishment, isolation .. ...)

---and anything else you want to share about the
piece.
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PROMPTS TO GET YOU STARTED

-« What are concepts your students need to master that are on dis-
play in expert work?

- What do your students need to practice or implement on to get
mastery in the class?

- How can you connect practice assignments with visuals available
(and pinnable) on the internet?

. . What is the work of analyzing those visuals?

teachwhatyoudo.com | 5 Creative Ideas for Online Teaching 4

Copyright © 2017 Debbie Hodge. All rights reserved.



3. Take your students on a real, live field trip.

Are there venues your students will need to navigate on their own with
the assignments and skills they get from your class? Or is there a venue
they can’t easily visit? Maybe a geological site or a museum or even a sup-
ply store.

If you're teaching students how to sew drapes, you could take them (vir-
tually) to the fabric store and show them how to select for pattern, heft,
weave--or whatever it is that matters.

Put your phone on a selfie stick, get yourself to the venue, and broadcast
the lesson. Walk your students through the things you’'d like them to see
or experience—and let them ask live questions. It's almost like they are
there themselves! My eCourse Blueprint student Lynn Dean who teaches
homeschoolers and their parents at Hands On Homeschool Resources
had this idea for taking her students on field trips to historical sites and
museumes.

Live from Walgreens - Reading Labels &
Safer Brands to Buy
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EXAMPLE

This week's "What's in it Wednesday" is live from Walgreens! We
were out running errands and my girls needed shampoo and
conditioner, so watch as we read labels to decide what to buy (you'll
see one of my suggestions for a safer sunscreen to buy at
Walgreens, also). I'm still answereing questions, so if you have any,
drop into the the comments below and I'l answer theml (&2

Tonya Harris,
MSHN is an envi-
ronmental toxins
specialist who
headed to Wal-
green’s on live
video to read la-
bels and teach her
tribe how to do
the same.
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PROMPTS TO GET YOU STARTED

- What is the on-site work or practice your students need? What
are the associated venues?

- What can you point out to your students during your own video
visit that they wouldn’'t immediately understand, themselves?
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4. Systematize a creative or coaching process with
forms and guided lessons.

If you've got a process you've taken a student or client through in one-on-
one work, let’s think about how to move that work into a guided format
that takes your live presence out of the equation.

You can start by presenting prompts to get your online student to gen-
erate the thoughts or answers or creative elements they’'ll need to move
forward. While you might have done this in a live interview or creative ses-
sion in the past, for your online course use a form and instructions that the
student completes on their own.

Then present them a process for inserting those raw materials and answers
they generated into a guided process that yields an end-product.

EXAMPLE

I've made several classes on creative essay writing by presenting very
specific prompts for free writing. Once those prompts are answered
(in an online or printable form), | present a guided lesson that has stu-
dents pulling from their free writing to create a completed essay.

Here’s how it works with paper forms. The students goes through

the worksheets, answering prompts. Each prompt is identified by a
unique letter code (A, B, C...). Once they've answered the prompts,
they use the guide which tells them what to write first and second

and third. That instruction also tells them which of their prompted
writings to pull

from and pro- T g ot e
videsand ex-  |MClTSRcowagE <
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EXAMPLE

Here’s how it works with online forms. The students answers
prompts at first. Then they get a step-by-step writing guide that: 1.
tells them what to do, 2. presents back their written work, and 3.
provides and example.

hese notes to write a story.

A little nostalgic | guess?

2. List at least 3 specific, concrete details fron

the feel of the wind or sun, or the texture of i

This i1s from one of the many walks | took dd
deck and down the hill behind our house to
neighborhood dock. | had taken the knife od
such a perfect day that | wanted a photo.

3. What does it mean to be feeling this way? I3

It's typical of the time | spent at home durin
of thinking about what was going on with m|
she liked it a lot and | ended up taking anot
angle.

1. How do you feel when you look at this photo? Just quickly —-- how do you feel?

Answer these 5 questions quickly -- and then move onto step 2 where you'll use

'WRITE STEP 2: Set the context (-)

'WRITE THIS

Introduce the micro (the current
story) within the macro context
(your life right now).

Make clear the who, what, where,
and/or when of the situation. Try
to convey not only the immediate
moment of the photo but the larger
context of your life right now. Use

simple and clear details.

USE YOUR OWN NOTES
Immediate situation

1 took my knife out and set it on
the dock so I could lie down
comfortably. It was so nice I
wanted a photo, the photo was so
clear I was shocked

Larger context

1 was feeling both stressed and
bored last summer, and [ went for a
lot of walks to the dock, sometimes
during the day, sometimes at
night. I always went barefoot
because I like the feeling on my
feet and I always took one of my
knives,

Supporting details

This is from one of the many walks
I took during the summer. I'd go

HERE’S AN EXAMPLE

Cleaning up after horses isn’t the
ideal job for a teenager, especially
when work isn’t consistent, but it's
a peaceful place,

In just one sentence, Emily
conveys

* the immediate situation:
cleaning up after horses

* and the larger context: a
teenager with a job that’s not
ideal and yet necessary

Lt L _oaas lonif, ut oA oot it on tha o L

eating breakfast or . . .) Is there a particular story to tell? If so what is 1t?

1 aldd Lin Aous s pafortaial
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4. Micro world: how did this photo come to be taken? (i.e., were you at work or out shopping or

ni 1

PROMPTS TO GET YOU STARTED

- What is the step-by-step process you use in live coaching or in-

struction?

- What are the questions you ask in that process?

- How are your student or client responses woven into your pre-
scription for moving forward?
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5. Create a “Choose Your Own Adventure” experience
for your students with “learning tracks.”

This is a great approach when you've got a really big class or a member-
ship library with LOTS of resources and lessons. It also works well when
you're attracting students with slightly different “avatars.”

NOTE: This is a strategy for when you've been teaching for a while. When
you're starting out, focus on just one segment or avatar and create for
them only.

If you've been teaching for a while, though, and are ready for this ap-
proach, start by understanding your “avatars” or the segments of your
market. Then map out “learning tracks” that are right for each of them.

PROMPTS TO GET YOU STARTED
Identify the segments of your audiences and create a portrait of
each avatar.

Map out a path through your content that best serves each.

EXAMPLE

| teach a class at Get It Scrapped called “The Motivated & Efficient
Scrapbooker” and it includes lessons and materials that motivate
someone to scrapbook while giving them tools to do this work effi-
ciently.

There are three types of scrapbookers who could benefit from this
class: There are: 1) the scrapbookers who cannot find time to create;
2) the scrapbookers who find the work takes too long; and 3) the
scrapbookers who feels unmotivated and in a rut.

Each is described below and each has their own “path” through the
content. The path for the unmotivated scrapbooker is shown below.
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Are any of these frustrations yours?

I can’t find time to scrapbook.

My greatest frustration is just finding
the time to scrapbook-which is
unfortunately something that you can’t
help with unless you have connections
with the elves and fairy groups to pass

It takes me forever to get things chosen
and arranged to make a scrapbook
page.

Is there is an easier way to get things
started? I sometimes rearrange my
photos over and over until I get it right
and it can take me four hours todo a
two-page spread. It would be nice to

I'm unmotivated because I'm in

I'tend to get stuck telling similar
stories and feel like I get in a iut,
need inspiration and ideas on hof
fook at my photos and tell differg
angles on stories.

So you like to scrapbook and you've got
photos-but you're struggling with
making them matter in fresh (and
perhaps deeper and more enduring)
ways. Our advice to you is:

1. Understand storytelling approaches
and the ways stories connect
generations and record family
history (See STEP 1 below). Explore
new story angles and approaches.

on my address to. (See Step 6 below).

. Use sketches, templates and
foundations that are different from
your usual designs. You'll be trving
new things and learning at the
same time-and vour designs will
definitely go new places. (See Step
3 below).

Increase your enjoyment and
motivation by trying creative
starting places and inspiration
sources for scrapbooking. (See Step
6 below.)

know how to pick photos, colors of
papers, efc and to do this quickly.

[}

b

Which one of these can you incorporate into your
teaching?

Which of these ideas got you excited about delivering a little pizzazz for
your students? Come on over to our free Facebook Group, Prep School
for Online Course Builders, and tell us which ideas you're thinking about
using. Be sure to ask any questions you have!
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